
 

 

 PRESIDENT’S NOTE  By Terry Ruiter, President 

SUCCULENTS NEEDED 

By June, summer seems to be pretty much established this year here...unlike places like 

Denver, Colorado, or East Lansing, Michigan, where folks are still trying to determine 

whether winter is giving up yet. Baby geese here have been getting real feathers and figur-

ing out how to eat and deal with fast water. The skies are blue and the world is SO green! 

Gardens are in, but there is still time to plant those new gorgeous additions to your collec-

tion, or the beans you forgot about...or replace something that has not survived. 

The Josephine County Master Gardeners Association (MGA) also begins to settle into 

summer in June. We still have things going on, beginning with the Board Meeting on 7 

June at 9:30 in the OSU Extension Auditorium. This month we need to begin to put to-

gether a roster of candidates for the board and other positions for 2017. If you have been 

thinking about getting more involved or think one of your compatriots would make a terri-

fic officer, please let John Etchells or me know. As mentioned many times, the MGA is a 

group of volunteers with common interests and succeeds because of that. We are a cohort 

of almost 300 talented individuals and all members are welcome to be involved in the 

working of the organization. 

On 9 March, Sam Angima and Dan Edge came to Grants Pass to meet with Josephine 

County MGA members. They listened to everything we wanted to say and invited addi-

tional thoughts by e-mail. They promised to return after reviewing the information they 

collected. That return meeting will be on Monday, 13 June, at 10:30am in the OSU Exten-

sion Auditorium. Sam Angima, Gail Longelotto and John Punches will be here. Please plan 

to attend. All Josephine County MGA members, including the class  (Continued on page 4) 

Special points of interest: 

 

      2016 Elected Officers 

 2016  Appointed  Coordi-

nators  

 Calendar  

      Editor Notes 

 Birthdays 

 

 B 

    
 Perennial Musings 2 

Treasurer’s Report 3 

   

Did You Know? 3 

2016 Scholarships 4 

 SGF Thank you 5 

 You Might be a Gardener 5 

 Spruce up Older Camel-

lias 

6 

 Great Tips 6 

Recipe 8 
  
   
   

Inside this issue: 

June, 2016 

Josephine County OSU Master Gardener™ Association Newsletter 

 

THE MASTER GARDENER™     

Anyone that has some extra succulents who would like to donate them to Barbara 

Larson for the planter boxes outside the Auditorium please call her at 541-479-

0719. They also can be dropped off at  perennial Tuesdays but please let her know. 

She would really appreciate it. Thank you. The Editor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERENNIAL MUSINGS 

Calling all trainees who need to fulfill their volunteer hours! Come and join us on Tuesday’s from 9am to 11am. This is 

a pleasant way to obtain additional volunteer hours. We will be on site every Tuesday from now until late October, 

well past your graduation. We want you to know that we appreciate each and every one of you who participated in the 

Spring Garden Fair. 

It was a successful weekend, despite the unpredictable weather, and that just demonstrates how committed we are to 

each other and to our community. As we look back it’s fun to chat about the sun, the rain, those threatening dark 

clouds, and even the hail. Well, it is Oregon and “It’s the Climate”. We continue to sell plants every Tuesday and have 

lots of annuals that were left over from the greenhouse. We invite you to come and see what’s new or just stop by and 

say hello! 

Our next plant sale will be on June 18th from 9:00 until 2:00 and there will be a signup sheet at the June 7th MG meet-

ing. 

See you there! 

Jean and Joan aka J/J 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please submit notices and articles to the editor,  Ruth 

Reel. 

You can always e-mail to the editor:  

reelsox9@gmail.com 

Or mail to: 3990 Galice Rd., Merlin, OR  97532. 

Or  call at: 541-479-7702 

Please let the editor know if you have changed 

your address, phone # or e-mail address. 

New e-mail address for Barbara Larson: 

ghostbkl812@hotmail.com 

 

EDITOR NOTES  STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Information provided by the Josephine County Master Gar-

dener Newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge.  

However, readers must assume all responsibility for their own 

actions based on information found in this publication.  If, and 

when, a company or product is named in an article, it is not an 

endorsement from the Master Gardeners, Josephine County, or 

the OSU Extension Service.  Alternate gardening methods are 

sometimes presented for your information and consideration, 

but they are not necessarily the only approach to gardening 

problems. 

************************************************** 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational pro-

grams, activities and materials without discrimination based on race, 

color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital 

status, disability and disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status. 

Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer. OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accom-

modations to persons with physical or mental disabilities. If you need 

particular accommodations, please call our Extension Office at (541) 

476-6613 at least 3 weeks prior to the event. 
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Cash and savings totals: As of  04/30/16 

Checking:        $23,437 

Savings:          $31,371 

CD:                 $3,615 

Total Assets:  $58,423**  

Total Income: $15,289. This comes from: Plant Sales 

[including Spring Garden Fair] Member Purchases ($9,349), 

Seeds of Spring ($3,036), Spring Garden Fair ($1,605), 

Aprons, Vests, etc. ($494) Plant Clinic [Garden Guides] 

($385), Donations ($280), and Dues ($140).  

Total Expenses: $2,409. These expenses comes from: Class T-

Shirt ($1,128) Greenhouse Operation & Maintenance ($375), 

Advertising ($283), K-12 Program ($169), SGF (164), Ad-

ministration ($115), Credit Card [Square] Processing Fees 

TREASURER’S REPORT     By John Etchells, Treasurer  

smallest warm-blooded animal in the 

world. The male weighs less than a 

dime.  

Hummingbirds show they are “on 

guard” by ruffling their crown feath-

ers. 

The oldest hummingbird recorded 

was 14 years old. 

Male hummingbirds don’t help raise 

their young. 

It would take 150 average-sized male 

hummingbirds to equal 1 pound. 

Thanks to excellent memories, hum-

mingbirds often return to the same 

flowers or feeder year after year. 

flocks. They fly alone. 

Hummingbirds beat their wings about 

50 times a second, so they appear as a 

blur. 

A hummingbird’s tongue has grooves 

on the sides to help it catch insects. 

Hummingbirds have about 1,500 feath-

ers 

Hummingbirds have weak feet and 

legs. They use them only for perching 

and preening. 

While resting, a hummingbird takes 

250 breaths per minute. 

Hummingbirds can’t fly until their 

body temperature reaches 86 degrees. 

Hummingbirds have large flight mus-

cles, about 25% of their body weight. 

Hummingbirds are named for the 

sound their wings make while they fly. 

To survive, hummingbirds must drink 

almost twice their weight in nectar 

every day. 

Hummingbird eggs are about the size 

of jelly beans. 

The Cuban bee hummingbird is the 

You Won’t Believe the Things 

Hummingbirds can do! 

Remarkable. Amazing. Extraordinary, 

Magnificent. With words like these 

commonly used to describe humming-

birds, it’s no wonder Birds & Blooms 

readers are so captivated by these 

jewels of the sky. 

So what makes the birds so impres-

sive? We thought you’d never ask! 

This is one impressive resume. 

The average hummingbird nest is 

about 2 inches in diameter. 

Hummingbirds’ wings move in a fig-

ure-eight pattern. This allows the 

birds to hover and fly in all directions 

- even upside down! 

Providing a light mist of water is a 

great way to attract hummingbirds to 

your backyard. 

Even at rest, a hummingbird’s heart 

rate is eight times faster than that of a 

human. 

Hummingbirds have 40 to 60 taste 

buds. Humans possess about 10,000. 

Hummingbirds do not migrate in 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  Taken from Birds & Bloom Magazine 

Hummingbirds are 

fascinating to watch 
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($48), Young Master Gardener Program ($44), News-

letter ($43), Plant Clinic ($33), Seeds of Spring ($7). 

 **These figures are based on reconciling checks and 

deposits to the 04/30/16 bank statements. 

***Reminder  -  When shopping at the Grange Co-Op 

& Fred Meyer Rewards Programs, don’t forget to have 

them credit your purchases to Jo.Co. Master Gardeners. 

***Reminder - When you have bills for payment, 

please be sure to complete an Authorization for Pay-

ment/Reimbursement Form and have it signed by the 

committee head or officer responsible for the item. 

Failure to do so will delay payment of your expenses. 

 

 

 



 

 

   2016  ELECTED OFFICERS 

President ................................... Terry Ruiter 

1st Vice President ............... Jeffery Bellamy 

2nd Vice President ............ Diane Wickstrom 

Secretary .................................... Pat Etchells 

OMGA State Rep ....................... Linda Dean 

OMGA Alt. State Rep .................. Jim Porter 

Past President .............................. John Farias 

APPOINTED COORDINATORS 

Treasurer……………………..John Etchells 

Green House Manager …….Peter Pernarelli 

Plant Clinic ........................ Wilma Christian 

SOS Garden Seminar ................ Terry Ruiter 

Communications ............... Chris MacGregor 

Spring Garden Fair………..Sybil Longinotti 

Newsletter Editor .......................... Ruth Reel 

Hospitality Chairman………….Breezy/Mark 

…………………………………..Schallheim 

Special Projects ................... Sybil Longinotti 

Publicity…………………………...Art Reel 

Historian………….Nancy Pyle/ Linda Price 

County Fair……………….Charlie Newsom  

Growers Market ......................... Hank Smith 

K-12 Program…………………..Lilly Pattee 

Mentor Committee………………Joan Foley 

Volunteer Hours.................... Karen Pleasant 

Computer Coordinator ............ Steve Schoen 

Webmaster .........  Pat Etchells/Darcy Heater 

Perennials …………Jean Kitchen/Joan Foley 

Young Master Gardeners……..Cally Baker/ 

  ........................................... Barry Burnsides 

Membership……………………...Ruth Reel 

Master Gardener Coord……..Karen Pleasant 

************************************ 
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(Continued from page 1 President’s Note) 

of 2016, are welcome. 

We are beginning to consider the possible types of demon-

stration gardens that we might construct in front of the OSU 

Extension Auditorium building. The initial consideration is 

for raised beds that are accessible to wheelchair-bound gar-

deners and others with accessibility issues. Thoughts on pos-

sible kinds of gardens include those for pollinator plants, 

vegetables, herbs, native plants and drought-tolerant plants. 

If you are interested in being involved in these demonstra-

tion gardens or have suggestions for them, please contact 

Diane Wickstrom or me. 

Oregon Master Gardener Association (OMGA) has an-

nounced that registration for this 2016 Mini College is open. 

This year, Mini College will be held 4-6 August at Linfield 

College in McMinnville, Oregon. Registration information 

is available on the OMGA website, Josephine County MGA 

also has scholarships available for Mini College, if that 

would help you decide to attend. 

The next perennials sale will be on 18 June from 9:00 to 

2:00. Jean, Joan and their crew have replenished the stock of 

perennials depleted by the Spring Garden Fair. All the annu-

als left from the Spring Garden Fair will also be avail-

able...and the zinnias and geraniums are beautiful, colorful 

and look really good! 

So, enjoy this beautiful beginning of summer...and find a 

few more plants to add to your collection! 

************************************************ 

2016 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

 

The committee - Jean Kitchen, Charlie Newsom, Linda 

Dean, Terry Ruiter, Pattye Ingram and Craig Ingram met. 

There were two students that qualified for the Josephine 

County Master Gardener Scholarship. They are Christopher 

Baraquin, (Forestry), Hidden Valley, and Anna DiMatteo, 

(Agriculture and Business with an organic farming goal), 

Hidden Valley, each $1000. The students have to take 

classes and at the completion of the term, they can apply to 

get the scholarship monies. 

************************************************ 

 



 

 

YOU MIGHT BE A GARDENER IF… 

 

Here is a fun list of ways to identify true green thumbs. 

See how many hit close to home! 

 You remember the date you planted your corn, but 

you can’t remember your first grandchild’s birth-

day. 

 Your car has a bumper sticker that reads, “I brake 

for all greenhouses!” 

 You may need to take out a small loan to pay your 

water bill during the summer months. 

 The trunk of your car contains clumps of potting 

soil and a few dried leaves. 

 You only watch television for the local weather 

reports. 

 You keep a nailbrush next to the soap in your soap 

dish. 

 The terms “germination” and deadheading” often 

come up in conversation. 

 You’ve forsaken shopping centers for garden cen-

ters. 

 You find pulling weeds therapeutic, not a chore. 

******************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 VEGETABLES YOU DON’T HAVE TO 

HATE ANYMORE 

(Because they are Really Fruits!) 

Cucumbers, Eggplant, Gherkins, Okra, Pumpkin, 

Squash, Tomatoes. 
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SPRING GARDEN FAIR 

A BIG THANK YOU!! 

The most amazing Master Gardeners participated in the 

Spring Garden Fair. Mark and Breezy Schallheim and 

their crew gave us a wonderful lunch on both days and the 

snacks were great. Hank Smith and his crew schlepped 

and set up just about everything. Mike Zerwer and her 

crew had us organized and moving along. The raffle was 

wonderful - Thank you Pat Etchells. John Etchells and his 

crew of cashiers sat out in the cold and hail on Sunday. 

Peter and Lori Pernarelli managed the greenhouse. Jean 

Kitchen and Joan Foley managed the perennials. Craig and 

Pattye Ingram and Steve Hardesty set up and sold trees. 

The Plant Clinic was in full operation. Security was han-

dled by Toni Richardson. 

Ida Toro was very generous and shared her knowledge and 

experience. 

To all of you who showed up for a shift - Thank you for 

your support. All of you kept a “rookie coordinator” from 

having a nervous breakdown and you all are very much 

appreciated. 

I had requested 70 degree and sunny weather for Sunday, 

but………. 

  Sybil Longinotti, SGF Coordinator 

*********************************************** 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday to Marianne Heater (1), Kathleen 

Campbell (3), Guy Young (7), Cheryl Holt (11), Ruth 

Monical/ Cherrie Lynch (21), Ida Toro (22), Fred 

Schlieper (26), Elaine Hill/ Lana Johnson (30). 
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SPRUCE UP OLDER CAMELLIAS 

WITH A LATE SPRING TRIM 

Is your camellia bush looking a little bedraggled? Some 

older plants are so full of leaves and thin branches that 

they bear poor quality flowers. Others carry leaves 

burned by winter wind and low temperatures, making 

the shrubs look sickly. 

Spring is the best time for a camellia makeover. 

The best time to prune camellias is after they flower 

each year. Enjoy the blooms, then prune. The new 

growth begins soon after the blossoms fade. 

Camellias can benefit from pruning every few years, to 

stimulate new growth, thin out some of the twiggy 

growth. A late spring pruning will also allow sunlight to 

penetrate the interior of the shrub. Also, by pruning, you 

can transform an overgrown shrub into a tree or a 

smaller shrub. 

To make a camellia bushier, home gardeners need to 

prune some branches back to the base of the most recent 

growth. Buds below the cut will grow into several new 

stems. Remove any scraggly, unattractive drooping or 

crossing branches. 

Huge old camellias can be renovated into an attractive 

tree in one year. Cut off all branches from the lower 

reach of the trunk. Cut out any rubbing or crossing limbs 

from the remaining upper foliage. Remove any weak or 

twiggy wood. 

Feed camellias with fertilizer especially formulated for 

acid-loving shrubs after bloom time and again in the 

early summer. 

If you want to safely convert your huge overgrown ca-

mellia into a small shrub, do it slowly, over three years’ 

time. During the first spring, after blooming, cut it back 

to the desired height. New growth will sprout from the 

trunk and from the upper limbs. After the second year’s 

spring bloom, cut the resulting shoots back to the height 

you want. The third spring, cut off the bushy crown to 

the height you prefer. Fertilize as described above. 

   By Carol Savonen 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT TIPS 

 

After steaming vegetables, use the leftover water for 

houseplants. It’s full of vitamins that make plants 

flourish. 

Sprinkle powdered detergent or ground cayenne 

pepper in the dirt around your sweet corn and it will 

keep the raccoons away. 

Dandelions will do a disappearing act if you spray 

pure white vinegar where the roots were after pull-

ing. Don’t worry about the grass - it will grow back 

fast. 

Use a sturdy old dinner fork for weeding the flower 

bed...the tines get under weed roots better than most 

tools. 

Use a grapefruit knife to cut dandelions from your 

lawn. 

Put the “plastic peanuts” used for shipping packing 

in the bottom of your flower pots. They’re light 

weight but still allow for drainage. 

Your ferns will love it if you add eggshells to the 

water and let them soak for a short time before using 

it to water them. 

To help cut flowers last longer, apply hair spray. 

To “silk” ears of corn, use a wet terry cloth wash-

cloth. It does a great job of removing the silk and 

doesn’t do any damage to the kernel. 

Keep dogs and cats out of your flower beds with 

mothballs. Use marking tape to reseal the open end 

of small, empty vegetable cans and fill about half 

with mothballs. In the closed end of the cans, punch 

a few small holes, then place the cans in your gar-

dens. The mothballs will last longer and the odor 

will keep animals away. 

****************************************** 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

 

Growers  

Market 

5 6 7  

 

9:30, MG 

Meeting 

8 9 10 11 

 

Growers  

Market 

12 13 14 

Perennial 

Tuesday     

Flay Day 

15 16 17 18 

 

Growers   

Market 

19 

 

 

Father’s Day 

20 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

Summer   

Begins 

21 

 

Perennial 

Tuesday 

22 23 24 25 

 

Growers   

Market 

26 27 28 

 

Perennial 

Tuesday 

29 30   
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OSU Extension Service, Master Gardener™ Association -  Josephine County, Oregon, 541-476-6613 

Our email address is: josephinemg@oregonstate.edu 

Our Web Site: http://www.jocomastergardeners.com 
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Master Gardener™ Association 

OSU Extension Service 

215 Ringuette Street 

Grants Pass, OR  97527 

TWO-MINUTE HAWAIIAN PIE 

Submitted by the Editor, Ruth Reel, Master Gardener 

What You’ll Need: 

1 (20-ounce) can crushed pineapple in syrup, undrained  1 (8-ounce) can sliced pineapple, drained & halved 

1 (6-serving-size) package instant vanilla pudding and pie filling  8 maraschino cherries, drained 

1 (8-ounce) container sour cream     2 tablespoons sweetened flaked coconut 

1 (9-inch) prepared (baked) shortbread pie crust 

What to Do: 

In a large bowl, combine crushed pineapple with its syrup, dry pudding mix, and sour cream; mix until well combined. 

Spoon into pie crust and decorate top with pineapple slices and cherries; sprinkle with coconut. Cover and chill at least 

2 hours, or until set, before serving. 

Note: 

As strange as it may seem to you, do not make the vanilla pudding according to package directions. Just add the dry 

pudding mix right in with the other ingredients. 

Enjoy! 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


